Isaiah 46:10-13: ‘Calling a bird of prey from the east’ 


■ v.10: 

■ ‘End’ means ‘outcome’ not ‘end times’, i.e. ‘declaring the outcome from the beginning’(GNT, 
Blenkinsopp, Koole, Korpel, Goldingay, Paul). 

■ ‘Outcome’ is supported by neutral MT - Masoretic Texts [ 'aharit ITHDN (singular)], lQIsa a - The Great 
Isaiah Scroll [ ’hrwt lYnilN (plural) but ’hryt JVHnN (singular) in Bur 1 edition] and lQIsa b [ ’hryt mnx 
(singular)]; while ‘end times’ is supported by paraphrastic and eschatologically biased LXX - Septuagint 
[ea/ara (plural)] and 4QIsa c [ ’hrwnwt m]l“inK (plural)]. 

■ Notice synonymous parallelism: 

declaring the end / from the beginning A a 1 a 2 

(and) things not yet done / from ancient times A’ a 1 a 2 

■ God’s counsel and purpose is to repatriate the Jews and rebuild Jerusalem and its Temple (see ‘counsel’ 
and ‘purpose’ in Isa. 44:26-28; 48:14). 

■ v.ll: 

■ ‘Bird of prey’ [ ‘ayit t3?S7 (H5861)] is a carrion bird or vulture and is never used in a positive manner 
(Gen. 15:11; Job 28:7; Isa. 18:6; Jer. 12:9; Eze. 39:4). 

■ ’Bird of prey from the east' pertains to Cyrus II, king of Persia (559-530 BCE), who conquered Babylon 
and freed the Jews from captivity (Isa. 41:2-3,25; 43:14; 44:28; 45:1-13, 13; 48:14-15; Ezra 1:1-4; 6:3- 
5; 2 Chr. 36:22-23; Cyrus Cylinder v.31-32, Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI Ch.l). 

■ The distinction between ‘mizrach’ and ‘qedem’ is not distance but usage, i.e. mizrach is a noun/location 
(east) while qedem is an adverb/direction (eastward). 

■ E.g. Neh. 3:29b: “After him Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the keeper of the East (Mizrach) 
Gate, made repairs.” 1 Kings 17:3: “Get away from here and turn eastward (qedem), and hide 
by the Brook of Cherith, which flows into the Jordan”. 

■ Even if Bible dictionaries say ‘far east’, it is from ancient Israelites’ perspective e.g. Persia, 
because they did not have concept of Middle East, Near East, South East, Far East. 

■ Archaeological Encyclopaedia of the Holy Land states that Mesopotamia is bordered by the 
mountains of Iran, not that Iran is in Mesopotamia. 

■ Mizrach and qedem sometimes occur side-by-side in the same verse where it means eastfside] 
eastward (Exo. 27:13; 38:13; Num. 2:3; 3:38; 34:15; Jos. 19:12-13; Zech. 14:4). 

■ Moffatt translated qedem as far east in Gen. 2:8, while mi z rach as far east in Jos. 12:3; Isa. 43:5 

■ v.12: ‘Righteousness’ \seddqd nj?7? (H6666)] means ‘deliverance’ or ‘justice’, the Jews were stubborn and 
far from righteousness e.g. they worshipped idols and performed child sacrifice, this is the reason they were 
apostatised and exiled in Babylon. 

■ v.13: 

■ ‘Salvation’ [tesu ‘ah (H8668 )] means ‘victory’ or ‘triumph’ not ‘second coming of Christ’. 

■ ‘will not delay’: the starting-point must be Isaiah not Felix Manalo, i.e. the coming of Cyrus will not 
delay. 

■ (Daughter of) Zion [( bat-)siyydn jl^TlS] is a metaphor for (inhabitants of) Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:21; 
Ps. 9:14; Song 3:11; Isa. 1:8; 3:16,17; 4:4; 10:32; 16:1; 37:22; 52:2; 62:11; Jer. 4:31; 6:2; 6:23; Lam. 
1:6; 2:1,4,8,10,13,18; 4:22; Mic. 1:13; 4:8,10,13; Zeph. 3:14; Zech. 2:10; 9:9), just as daughter of Judah, 
daughter of Egypt, daughter of Edom, daughter of Tarshish, daughter of Sidon, daughter of Babylon, 
daughter of Gallim are metaphors for the inhabitants of those places. 

■ Modem translations (e.g. LEB) and commentaries (e.g. Blenkinsopp, Paul) prefer the explicative 
genitive noun ‘daughter Zion’, meaning that Zion herself is the daughter. 

Acharith rPl.HS (H319; 66x in 60 verses in BHS) 

Genesis 49:1; Numbers 23:10; 24:14,20; Deuteronomy 4:30; 8:16; 11:12; 31:29; 32:20,29; Job 8:7; 42:12; Psalms 37:37,38; 73:17; 
109:13; 139:9; Proverbs 5:4,11; 14:12,13; 16:25; 19:20; 20:21; 23:18,32; 24:14,20; 25:8; 29:21; Ecclesiastes 7:8; 10:13; Isaiah 2:2; 41:22; 
46:10; 47:7; Jeremiah 5:31; 12:4; 17:11; 23:20; 29:11; 30:24; 31:17; 48:47; 49:39; 50:12; Lamentations 1:9; Ezekiel 23:25; 38:8,16; 
Daniel 8:19,23; 10:14; 11:4; 12:8; Hosea 3:5; Amos 4:2; 8:10; 9:1; Micah 4:1 

Qedem 07]? (H6924; 98x in 82 verses in BHS, adverb in red) 


Genesis 2:8; 3:24; 10:30; 11:2; 12:8; 13:11,14; 25:6; 28:14; 29:1; Exodus 27:13; 38:13; Leviticus 1:16; 16:14; Numbers 2:3; 3:38; 10:5; 
23:7; 34:3,10,11,15; 35:5; Deuteronomy 33:15,27; Joshua 7:2; 15:5; 18:20; 19:12,13; Judges 6:3,33; 7:12; 8:10,11; 1 Kings 4:30; 7:39; 
17:3; 2 Kings 13:17; 19:25; 2 Chronicles 4:10; Nehemiah 12:46; Job 1:3; 23:8; 29:2; Psalms 44:1; 55:19; 68:33; 74:2,12; 77:5,11; 78:2; 
119:152; 139:5; 143:5; Proverbs 8:22,23; Isaiah 2:6; 9:12; 11:14; 19:11; 37:26; 45:21; 46:10; 51:9; Jeremiah 30:20; 46:26; 49:28; 
Lamentations 1:7; 2:17; 5:21; Ezekiel 8:16; 11:23; 25:4,10; 45:7; Jonah 4:5; Micah 5:2; 7:20; Habakkuk 1:12; Zechariah 14:4 


Mizrach (H4217; 78x in 71 verses in BHS; adverb in red; with -shemesh in blue; mixed in purple; green in absolute) 

Exodus 27:13; 38:13; Numbers 2:3; 3:38; 21:11; 32:19; 34:15; Deuteronomy 3:17,27; 4:41,47,49; Joshua 1:15; 4:19; 11:8; 12:1,3; 
13:5,8,27,32; 16:1,5,6; 17:10; 18:7; 19:12,13,27,34; 20:8; Judges 11:18; 20:43; 21:19; 1 Kings 7:25; 2 Kings 10:33; 1 Chronicles 4:39; 
5:9,10; 6:78; 7:28; 9:18,24; 12:15; 26:14,17; 2 Chronicles 4:4; 5:12; 29:4; 31:14; Nehemiah 3:26,29; 12:37; Psalms 50:1; 103:12; 107:3; 
113:3; Isaiah 41:2,25; 43:5; 45:6; 46:11; 59:19; Jeremiah 31:40; Daniel 8:9; 11:44; Amos 8:12; Zee. 8:7; 14:4; Malachi 1:11 


Isaiah 41:2-3: ‘Who raised up the righteous man from the east’ 

■ This reading is based on KJV (1611). Also Douay-Rheims (1612), WBT (1833) and YLT (1862) which are 
based or in-line with KJV. 

■ KJV was influenced by Vulgate (quis suscitavit ab oriente iustum) and Peshitta, contra LXX (rig ccqyapcv 
ano avaxo/.ojv SiKaioovvqv). 

■ NKJV has “Who raised up one from the east? Who in righteousness called him to His feet?” (Also ASV, 
Darby, ERV, NIV, NASB, HCSB, WEB). 

■ The Hebrew pTi ( sedeq ) pertains to the second clause according to: 

■ Metrical structure: chiasmus (3-3-5-3-3) 
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■ MT and LXX. Contra lQIsa a which added a -1 (waw) on IfiKpp’ (whom he calls), separating pl^ 
{sedeq) from TIR-lp 1 (whom he calls). 

■ p7}£ {sedeq) is an abstract noun, contra p’Ti {sadiq) which pertains to a person. 

■ The Hebrew consonantal text (lQIsa a ; MT) supports pTi {sdq). 

■ p“71£ {sedeq) can also be translated as victory (ESV, GWT, ISV, JB, Moffatt, NEB, REB, RSV). See Psalm 
132:9; Isa. 45:8; 51:5. 

■ Even Moffatt did not translate mizrach as far east in this verse. 

Isaiah 41:9-10: ‘You whom I took from the ends of the earth’ 

■ ‘Ends of the earth’ is spatial not temporal, i.e. it pertains to place not time. 

■ Ancients believed in a disk-shaped earth, e.g. ‘four corners of the earth’. Assyria, Egypt, Persia, Mede were 
the ‘ends of the earth’ (Jewish Encyclopaedia, ISBE). 

■ ‘Ends of the earth’ is a metaphor for farthest regions or extremities of the earth. 

■ Since it is a metaphor (a figure of speech or idiomatic expression), we should not break it down or split it 
into smaller pieces (the ‘doors’ argument in Matt. 24:33), i.e. we should analyse it as a unit. 

■ It was not in the early teachings of INC that ends of the earth pertains to both time and place, i.e. it only 
meant time (Felipe Aguilar, Pasugo, Sept. 1953, p. 32). See a revision in doctrine in God’s Message, March 
1998, page 5. 

■ Collins Webster Contemporary English Dictionary provided ‘ends of the earth’ as an example for the word 
‘end’, i.e. it did not mean to say that ‘ends of the earth’ means both place and time. 


■ Rather refer to Theological Dictionary of Old Testament (TDOT), Gesenius Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon, 
Strong’s Concordance for authoritative meaning of a word. 

■ Matthew Henry is a very conservative Christian, therefore he will favour a Christian re-interpretation/re- 
contextualising of ‘ends of the earth’. Also, his commentary is outdated by 300 years. Also, he did not know 
the parallelism in Job 28:24, leading him into double interpretation. 

■ Ends of the earth occurs in 54 verses in the Bible (49 in OT; 5 in NT) plus 10 in Deuterocanonicals (Tobit 
13:11; Judith2:9; 11:21; 1 Maccabees 1:3; 3:9; 8:4; 14:10; Wisdom 6:1; 8:1; Sirach44:21). 

■ It was never used to mean destruction of the world even in the singular ‘end of the earth’ (Isa. 43:5, Moffatt). 
See Appendix. 

■ In Greek NT, ends of the earth is rendered as nepaxcov xeg yeg and axpov ysg (boundary, frontier or remotest 
lands, see Mt 12:42; Lk 11:31; Acts 13:47), while the Day of Judgement is rendered as avvxeXsia xov aicovog 
(end of the ages, see Mt 13:39,40; 49; 24:3; 28:20; Heb. 9:26). 

■ lQIsa 3 has mqtswwt h’rts, which indicates late biblical hebrew. 

■ Here is the argument used by Joseph Pen well that ‘ends of the earth’ cannot pertain to place specifically in 
this verse: 

You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth When? 


And called from its farthest regions, Where? 

And said to you, Who? 

You are My servant, What? 

I have chosen you and have not cast you away Why? 


He said that if we accept ends of the earth as place then the first line would duplicate the meaning of the 
second line, i.e. it would answer the question Where? as well, therefore it would make the 5W’s exegesis 
inconsistent. After 4 years I realised however that his analysis was misleading. In Biblical poetry we find 
synonymous parallelism - two lines say the same thing in different words: 
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End(s) of the earth (54 verses in BHS/NA28, plural in red) 

Deuteronomy 13:7; 28:49,64; 33:17; 1 Samuel 2:10; Job 28:24; 37:3; 38:13; Psalms 2:8; 19:4; 22:27; 46:9; 48:10; 59:13; 61:2; 65:5; 
67:7; 72:8; 98:3; 135:7; Proverbs 17:24; 30:4; Isaiah 5:26; 11:12; 24:16; 26:15; 40:28; 41:5,9; 42:10; 43:6; 45:22; 48:20; 49:6; 52:10; 
62:11; Jeremiah 6:22; 10:13; 16:19; 25:31, 32, 33; 31:8; 50:41; 51:16; Daniel 4:11,22; Micah 5:4; Zechariah 9:10; Matthew 12:42; 
Mark 13:27; Luke 11:31; Acts 13:47; Romans 10:18 


Isaiah 42:10: ‘Sing to the Lord a new song, you who go down to the sea’ 

■ This is a new song for repatriated or homecoming Israelites - they travelled from Babylon to Judea through 
the Syrian Desert. 

■ ‘End(s) of the earth’; See discussion in Isaiah 41:9-10. 

■ ‘Islands’ [ iyyim (H339)] also mean ‘coastlands’ (NRSV, ESV, LEB, NLT, ISV, NET, GWT), i.e. 

Tyre, Sidon, Byblos, Philistia, Cyprus, Upper Egypt, Aegean islands, coastal Asia Minor. 

■ No ‘east’ mentioned, therefore ‘islands’ do not pertain to Philippines. 

■ That this is from Palestinian standpoint is shown in subsequent verse (v. 11) where it mentions Kedar and 
Sela (Petra) which are in Arabia and Jordan respectively. 


■ The singular ‘end of the earth’ is supported by MT[qatseh], lQIsa a [qatseh], LXX [akrou ths ghs], 4QIsa b 
(mqsh [...]), 4QIsa h (mqs[h h’rs], missing text supplied by editors Skehan-Ulrich) 

Isaiah 24:15: ‘Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord, in the islands of the sea’ 

■ This verse should be read with v.14, preferably with the whole chapter to see the context. 

■ Notice synonymous parallelism AB-A’B’-C: 

They raised their voices, they shout for joy; [statement] A 

from the west they acclaim the Lord’s majesty. [statement] B 

Therefore in the east give glory to the Lord; [command] A’ 

exalt the name of the Lord, the God of Israel, in the islands of the sea. [command] B’ 

From the ends of the earth we hear singing: “Glory to the Righteous One.’’ [conclusion] C 

■ West, literally ‘sea’ [yam CP (H3220)], pertains to Mediterranean Sea not Philippine Sea nor Pacific Ocean. 
See context in Isaiah 23 ‘Oracle against Tyre’. 

■ East is literally Tights’ [’ urim CHK (H217)] not mizrach, e.g: the land of Ur of the Chaldeans is in the Near 
East (Gen. 11:28,31; 15:7; 1 Chr. 11:35; Neh. 9:7). 

■ In Hebrew of Isaiah 24:16a, ‘from the ends of the earth’ is literally ‘from the wing of the land’ [mik/fnap 
ha’ares ftp]? fpNP (singular)], which is supported by MT, lQIsa 3 , Vulgate ( finibus terrae ); contra LXX 
(7ixspr»ycov xqq yqq) and Peshitta ( knpyh d’r ‘ ’). 

Isaiah 41:14: ‘Fear not, you worm Jacob’ 

■ ‘Worm Jacob’ ( tola ‘atya ‘qdb PL'7IP Pp2P) is a metaphor for Israel. 

■ ‘Worm Jacob’ and ‘Israel’ do not signify Felix Manalo and INC respectively. These two terms are one and 
the same thing. Notice synonymous parallelism: 

Fear not, / you wonn Jacob, A a 1 a 2 

You men of Israel! A’ a 2 

■ Jacob/Israel is the theology of Isa. 40-48 (see parallelisms in 40:27; 41:8; 44:1,2b,21a; 45:4a) 

■ Verses quoted by INC i.r.o. apostasy are pre-exilic, no post-exilic. 

- After exile, Israelites are still God’s chosen people according to Isaiah (Isa. 54:7-8; 62:10-12). 

Temple was rebuilt, Ezra and Nehemiah came for reformation (458 and 444 BCE respectively). 

Isaiah 65:1: ‘Here I am, hear I am, to a nation that did not call my name’, pertains to rebellious Jews 
(v.2). Paul misinterpreted this as referring to Gentiles (Romans 10:20; Isaiah 65:1 LXX). 

Isaiah 42:21: ‘He will magnify the law and make it honourable’ 

■ This verse pertains to God himself: “He will manigfy his law and make it honourable”. 

■ See GNT, NRSV, ESV, NASB, NIV in constrast with NKJV rendering. 

■ The servant of Isa. 42:18-25 is called blind and deaf. 

Isaiah 43:5-7: ‘Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth’ 

■ ‘East’: See discussion in Isa. 46:11 

■ ‘End(s) of the earth’: See discussion in Isa. 41:9-10. Another proof that ‘ends of the earth’ pertains to place, 
see parallelism: 
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The north-south analogy for Catholicism-Protestantism is limited to Europe and does not cover the entire 
world. 

‘Everyone called by my name’ is not to be taken literally for the name of church of God/Christ. 

■ It means everyone who belong to God. Moffatt renders this as ‘all whom I claim as mine’. 

■ See synonymous parallelism between v. 7a and 7c: ‘whom I created for my glory’ // ‘whom I formed 
and made’ 

Assyria and Hamath can be found in the north, islands of the sea or coastlands (Greek isles and Phoenician 
cities) in the west, Egypt, Pathros and Cush in the south, Elam and Shinar in the east. For the Israelites, these 
are the four comers of the earth - the ends of the earth (Isaiah 11:11-12). 

Zionists have also used this verse to themselves. 

lQIsa a has plural ‘ends of the earth’(2787 Tip, qswy h ’rs ) [NIV, NASB, (N)KJV, HCSB, ISV, GWT etc]. 

■ Plural is supported by LXX (aKpcov xr]g yqg), Vulgate ( extremis terrae) and Peshitta ( swpyh d’r"). 

■ However, singular ‘end of the earth’ is supported by lQIsa b (ilKH Hip, qsh h ’rs), MT (inNH Hip, qaseh 
hd ares) [ASV, Darby, ERV, ESV, LEB, Moffatt, NRSV, YLT] 

■ Isa. 43:6 is absent in 4QIsa d but has ilXH Hip ( qsh h ’rs) in 48:20, therefore it probably reads i“lNn Hip 
(qsh h ’rs) in 43:6 as well. 

■ The qatsew is a late Biblical Hebrew [prove] 

■ qatsew occurs only 3 times (Psalm 48:10; 65:5; Isaiah 26:15), while qatseh occurs 102 times in 86 


verses (qatsah occurs 35 times in 29 verses). 

Hgp qaseh (H7097) (Classical Biblical Hebrew, pre-exilic): 


State 

Singular 

Plural 

Absolute 

T2p qaseh 
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n^p q e seh 

TTp q e sehe 


l^p qesew (H7099) (Late Biblical Hebrew, post-exilic): 


State 
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Plural 

Absolute 
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Dl^p q e swem 

Construct 

l^p qesu 

’Tp qaswe 


■ cite theodotion/aquila/symmachus, AramaicTargum [plural, cite transliteration] 

■ discuss Aramaic influence on lQIsa a [using pronominal suffixes for plural form] 

■ compare MT vs lQIsa a in general 

■ Pluralis tic tendency of lQIsak __ 
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63:9 

his love 

his acts of love 

66:2 

all this 

all these things 

66:5 

his word 

his words 

66:19 

sign 

signs 


■ Other instances: 


■ ’nsn n^p 

qsh h ’rs) occurs in other instances: 

Verse 

Dead Sea fragment 

Ancient Version 

Psalm 135:7 

4QPs k ; 1 lQPs a 

LXX (saxdxon xrjs yrjQ; Vulgate (summitatibus terrae) 

Isaiah 5:26 

lQIsa 3 

LXX (dxpon xijc yijc); Vulgate (finibus terrae) 

Isaiah 42:10 

See commentary 

Jeremiah 10:13 

4QJer a 

LXX (saxdxon xfj(g yrjs); Vulgate (extremitatibus terrae) 


NOTE: Due to the fragmentary nature of the Dead Sea Scrolls most verses are missing. 


SIKH Tip (qswy h ’rs ) occurs in other instances: 


Verse 

Supporting (plural) 

Contra (singular) 

Psalm 48:10 

MT 

None 

Psalm 65:5 

MT 

None 

Isaiah 26:15 

MT; lQIsa 3 

LXX (svSo^on; yfjq) 

Vulgate (terminos terrae) 

None 

Isaiah 43:6 

See commentary 

Isaiah 48:20 

lQIsa 3 

Vulgate (extrema terrae) 
Peshitta (swpyh d’r‘’) 

MT; lQIsa b ; 4QIsa d 

LXX (saxdxon xrjcg yfjQ 

Isaiah 49:6 

lQIsa 3 

Peshitta (swpyh d’r") 

MT; lQIsa b 

LXX (saxdxon xrjg yfjQ 
Vulgate (extremum terrae) 

Isaiah 62:11 

See commentary 


lQIsa a has a tendency to write a double waw (11): 


Verse 

MT 

lQIsa 3 

Isaiah 40:28 

msp n$ri 

’nxn nnxp 

Isaiah 41:5 

nisp n$n 

sikh nnxsp 

Isaiah 41:9 

map n»D 

rrnsp 


NOTE: In 41:5, it is not clear why an X ( aleph ) was inserted by the scribe. 


Isaiah 62:11: ‘Daughter of Zion’ 

■ lQIsa 3 has plural contra lQIsa b , MT, LXX have singular. 

Jeremiah 23:3: ‘I will bring them back to their fold’ 

■ ‘bring back to fold’: repatriate Israelites to Judea. 

Zechariah 13:8-9: ‘I will put one third into the fire’ 

■ The 3 groups of people are Judah, Israel and Jerusalem (Zech. 1:19). 

■ Jerusalem, even though part of Judah, was becoming a distinct entity beginning in the Neo-Babylonian 
period (2 Chr. 11:14; 20:17; 24:6,8; Ezra 9:9; 10:7; Isa. 1:1; 2:1). 

Malachi 4:5: ‘I will send you Elijah the prophet’ 

■ In Synoptics, Jesus himself said that John the Baptist is the Elijah (Mt 11:12-14; Mk 9:13; Lk 1:17). 

■ Gospel of John probably thinks Jesus is Elijah, therefore he made the Baptist denied that he (Baptist) is 
Elijah. 




































■ There is no word-for-word verse for ‘Elijah who was, who is, who is to come’. This is rather a result of 
interpretation. 

■ Following the logic that there should be a 3rd Elijah because Baptist died before the end comes, we will be 
forced to believe that there should be a 4th Elijah because FYM died before the end comes. 

■ The argument that there is no need for 4 th Elijah because FYM’s ministers continued his work, can also be 
used by Baptist himself or Jesus. 

Matthew 16:18: ‘and on this rock I will build My church’ 

■ The original meaning of eKK^ecna is local assembly or congregation - a gathering of citizens called out from 
their homes into some public place, not a universal organization like Catholic Church, Greek Orthodox 
Church, INC etc. 

■ EiocXema is completely absent in Mark, Luke and John. Occurs twice as Matthean interpolations [16:18 as 
universal organisation; 18:17 as local congregation). Occurs as local congregation in Pauline epistles but 
later developed into universal organisation in post-Pauline epistles (Colossians, Ephesians, 2 Thessalonians, 
Pastoral letters, Hebrews). 

■ James, ‘the Lord’s brother’ (Gal. 1:19) is the true leader of the Church, not Peter. 

■ James is always first mentioned by Paul (1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 1:9; 2:9,12). 

■ Gospels are anti-James treatises. 

■ James never appeared in the as brother of Jesus but as son of Zebedee. 

■ The family of Jesus is portrayed as against Jesus [insert references; ‘he is mad’; ‘your 
family is standing outside’, Jesus denied having biological family] 

■ James is a convert according to Acts of the Apostles [insert references] 

■ Acts of the Apostles say James became the leader when Peter left the church for a while 
(Acts 12:17) 

■ Acts has to make way for James by creating a death story for James son of Zebedee. 

■ Acts was not fully successful in concealing James as the leader of the Church (see James 
primacy in Acts 15). 

■ James is the leader in non-canonical sources, [insert ref] 

■ FYM himself called INC ‘my church’ {Felix Manalo or One Foot in Fleaven by Teodoro M. Locsin, 
Philippine Free Press, 11 February 1950). 

Matthew 24:6; Mark 13:7; Luke 21:9: ‘When you hear of wars and rumors of wars’ 

■ A vaticinium ex eventu, prophesying after the event, [prove] 

■ This is about the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 C.E. 

■ Messianic pretenders during the First Jewish-Roman War: (1) Menahem ben Judah, leader of the Sicarii, 

(2) John of Gischala, leader of the Zealots, [more?] 

John 10:16: ‘I have other sheep which are not of this fold’ 

■ Taken in context, the ‘other sheep’ pertain to Gentiles because Jesus was speaking to Jews at that time. 

■ The shepherd pertains to Jesus himself (circumlocution - speaking in 3 rd person about oneself). 

■ Jesus is the great Shepherd (Heb 13:20) and Chief Shepherd (1 Pet 5:4) according to Christian scriptures. 
God is the Sphepherd according to the Hebrew scriptures (Gen 48:15; 49:24; Psa 23:1; 28:9; 78:71; 80:1; 
Eccl 12:11; Isa 40:11; Jer 31:10; 43:12; Eze 34:12,15; Amo 3:12; Mic 7:14). 

Acts 2:39: ‘For the promise is to you, and your children, and to those who are afar off 

■ Taken in context, ‘those who are afar off pertain to Gentiles because Peter was speaking to Jews (of 
Galilee, Parthia, Mede, Elam, Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, 
Cyrene, Rome, Crete and Arabia) at that time (Day of Pentecost). 

■ Two Jewish parents cannot have a Gentile offspring. 

■ Peter was not speaking figuratively. 

Acts 20:28: ‘Feed the church of Christ which he has purchase with his own blood’ 



The correct reading is ‘church of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own [Son]’ (CEB, 
CEV, CJB, EXB, Darby, GNT, LEB, Mounce, NCV, NET, NRSV, NWT, Voice, Wescott & Hort). 

‘church of God’ is supported by N (Codex Sinaiticus) and B (Vaticanus) - the 2 most reliable Greek 
manuscripts - along with 218, 257, 383, 459, 614, 917, 1175, 1522, 1611, 1758, 2138, 2298, al, ar, c, dem, 
ph, ro, w, Vulg, Syr p h , Athanasius, Basil, Ambrose, Epiphanius, Cyril of Alexandria. 

‘church of God’ is supported by scholars Bengel, Mill, Whitby, Wolf, Scholz, Knapp, Alford, Wordsworth, 
Tischendorf, Wescott and Hort, Weiss, Vogels, Merk, Bover, von Hamack, Jackson and Lake, G.H.C. 
Macgregor, F.F. Bruce, C.S.C. Williams, De Vine, Metzger, Ehrman, Wallace. 

‘church of the Lord’ and ‘church of Christ’ are the result of misreading of the subsequent clause. It could 
be taken in 2 ways: (1) as an attributive genitive (second attributive position) - i6ion aipaxog (‘his own 
blood’); or (2) as a possessive genitive - aipaxog ion i5iou (‘blood of his own’). 

■ The possessive genitive (‘blood of his own’) is supported by ancient manuscripts (I 41 , I 74 , a*, A, B, C*, 


D, E, Tf 33, 36, 69, 181, 307, 326, 453, 610, 945, 1175, 1611, 1678, 1739, 1837, 1891, 2464, /60, arm, 


geo, syr hgr , Cyril, Theodoret). 

■ The attributive genitive (‘his own blood’) is supported by late manuscripts used by Textus Receptus (H, 
L, P, 049, 056, 0142, 188, 104, 226, 323, 330, 440, 547, 614, 618, 927, 1241, 1243, 1245, 1270, 1409, 
1505, 1646, 1828, 1854, 2147, 2344, 2412, 2492, 2495, Byz Lect, slav, Athanasius, Chrysostom, 
Didymus dub Vld ). 

The phrase xon i5ion is an ellipse for xon iSioomoo (‘his own son’) (John 1:11; 13:1; 19:27; Acts 4:23; 21:6; 
20:28; 24:23; 1 Tim. 5:8). 

The phrase o i5io<; (‘his Own’) is a tenn of endearment referring to near relatives. 

Lamsa’s textual basis (descriptions and dates according to Lamsa): 

■ Codex Ambrosianus (OT; 6 th -11 th cent) [Ambrosian Library, Milan, Italy] 

■ Syriac (Aramaic) Old Testament MS (464 C.E, Add. 14,425, British Museum) 

■ Aramaic (Syriac) New Testament MS (6 th -7 th cent) [W.M. Mortimer and H.B. McCawley] 

■ Aramaic (Syriac) Lectionary (ca. 550 C.E) [Pierpont Morgan Library, New York] 

■ Mortimer-McCawley 

‘church of God’ is also supported by Syriac manuscripts 6 th - 13 th cent: Add. 14473; 17121 f.59 a ; 14472 
f.39 b ; 18812 f.35 a ; 14470 f,160 b in its later supplement; 17120 as late correction; 14681 as a marginal variant 
of the reading of Christ, Syriac Lectionary in the Vatican Library No. 21, Codex Malabarensis; Dawk.23. 
Even though Aramaic is the language of Jesus and Apostles, NT was originally composed in Greek. 

■ The epistles were originally composed in Greek for the churches in Rome, Greece, Asia Minor, Syria. 

■ The final or redacted or canonical fonn of Revelation was originally composed in Greek and sent to the 
7 churches in Asia Minor. 

■ The final or redacted or canonical form of the Gospels were originally composed in Greek. 

■ This is shown by many Hebrew scripture quotations from LXX. Basic Christian doctrines were 
based from the wording of LXX (e.g. virgin birth, suffering Messsiah, replacement of Jews, 
abrogation of the Law). 

■ Certain untranslated words are in Aramaic (Talitha cum; Ephphatha; Abba; Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani; Raca; Mammon; Rabbuni; Maranatha; Korban; Sikera; Hosanna; Boanerges; 
Cephas; Thomas; Tabitha; Gethsemane; Golgotha; Gabbatha; Akeldama; Bethesda). 

Syriac NT is a translation of Greek NT, not the other way around. Syriac is a dialect (Eastern) of Aramaic. 
Jesus spoke Western Aramaic, i.e. Jewish-Palestinian Aramaic. 

All Syriac NT manuscripts are corrupted, just as all Greek and Latin manuscripts are corrupted. 

If we accept Syriac NT as more ancient than Greek NT, then we should reject 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, Jude, 
Revelation because these were not included in the original Peshitta (Eastern). 

Verses/words ommitted by Lamsa but quoted by INC: 

■ Matt. 24:36: “nor the Son” 

■ Mark 16:9-20: Shorter and longer ending in Mark 

■ John 8:1-11: Woman caught in adultery 

■ 1 Cor. 14:35-36: “Let your women keep silent in the church...” 

Verses translated by Lamsa but not quoted by INC: 

■ Isa. 24:15: “Therefore glorify the Lord with a song. ..” 

■ Isa. 41:14: “Fear not O helpless men of Jacob, O you remnant of Israel!...” 

■ Isa. 43:5: “... I will bring your descendants from the east, and gather you from the west. ..” 

■ Isa. 46:11: “Calling a ruler swift as a bird from the east. ..” 

■ John 1:1: “.. .and God was that Word.” 




■ 2 Thess. 2:3: “for that day shall not come unless it is preceded by a rebellion. . 

■ Heb. 1:8: “But of the Son he said, ‘Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever...’” 

■ Distinct translations by Lamsa: 

■ Matt. 27:46: “My God, my God, for this I was spared!” 

■ Matt. 19:24: . .It is easier for a rope to go through the eye of a needle.. 

■ ‘church of God’ occurs elsewhere in NT (1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; ll:22;2Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 3:5). 

■ To say that whatever is of God is of Christ (John 16:15; 17:9-10) is interpretative and renders invalid the 
premise of FYM (see Ang Sulo ) that the church must be called ‘church of Christ’ word-for-word. 

■ The historical Jesus is silent about the church (cf. Jesus’s reply to Peter in Mark 8:29 with Matthew 16:18). 

■ Systematic exegesis: The correct text determines theology, not the other way around. 

■ Atonement by Jesus is not part of theology of Luke-Acts. See Appendix. 

■ 1 Pet. 1:17-19 does not say that Jesus purchased/redeemed/ransomed the church with his blood, rather it is 
the Father who purchased/redeemed/ransomed the church with the precious blood of Christ. 1 Pet. 5:2 says 
‘shepherd the flock of God that is among you’. 

■ The Apostles belong to a Jewish sect called ‘The Way’ (Acts 9:2; 22:4; 24:14,22). 

■ If INC believes that all Bibles are corrupted and that they are competent to translate, then why not create a 
perfect Bible? Why fear the criticisms of others if INC believes that INC is inspired by the Holy Spirit? 

Romans 16:16: ‘The churches of Christ greet you’ 

■ All modern translations (contra KJV/NKJV) has ‘ all the churches of Christ greet you’ (ERV, ESV, GNT, 
HCSB, ISV, LEB, NASB, NET, NIV, NLT, NRSV). All (naoai) is ommited in Byzantine (medieval) 
manuscripts with rel, Chri, [Damasc], Thl; while included in earlier manuscripts: A, B, C, (D, F), L, P, N, m, 
[vulg, syrr, copt, seth, arm], (Chr-comm?), Cyr[-p 2 ], Thdrt, Orig-int., Ambrst, Pel, Bede. (Henry Alford, D.D, 
The Greek Testament Vol. II: The Acts of the Apostles, The Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians, 1877, 
7 th ed, p. 565-566) 


2 Thessalonians 2:1-12: Apostasy 


This epistle is not written by Paul. [prove] 

It is a re-interpretation of 1 Thessalonians. [prove] 


Textual and translationa 


variants (minor, no major): 



LEB, NRSV, ESV, NASB et al 

(N)KJV 

v.2 

the day of the Lord 

the day of Christ 

v.3 

the man of lawlessness 

the man of sin 


rebellion/apostasy 

falling away 

v.4 

to sit 

to sit as God 


■ The Pope does not order the Catholics to worship him. 

■ Which Pope is this? Is this collective or an individual? 

■ The Pope does not take his seat in the temple of God. 

■ The Pope does not perform signs and wonders. 

■ Presuming the ‘falling away’ occurred in 2 nd cent, did Jesus arrive in 2 nd cent? 


1 Timothy 4:1-3: Doctrines of devils 

■ This epistle is an anti-Jewish polemic against the Ebionites (‘the Poor’), not against the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

■ This verse is not a prophecy but pertain to its contemporary situation. 

■ The Ebionites forbid marriage and the eating of meat in general. 

■ The RCC forbid only the eating of pork and only on Holy Week, and this is not an eternal law for them but 
was mandated and rejected in different church councils. 

■ The RCC forbid marriage only for the clergy, and this is not an eternal law for them but was mandated and 
rejected in different church councils. 

■ I’ve never heard INC criticized Islam for prohibiting eating of pork. 

■ Hebrew scriptures (Lev 11:7; Deu 14:8) prohibited the eating of pork, does that mean that it is a doctrine of 
devil? 












■ INC candidate ministers are required to be married before ordination (cf. 1 Tim 3:2,12 say ‘husband of one 
wife’ meaning they should not have more than 1 wife; not to be compelled to marry). 

Revelation 1:3,19: Double interpretation of prophecies 

■ ‘Write therefore the things that you have seen’: past, from John’s standpoint (chapters 1-12) 

■ ‘those that are’: present, from John’s standpoint (chapter 13) 

■ ‘and those that are to take place after this’: future, from John’s standpoint (chapters 14-22) 

■ Past-present-future refers to the Book of Revelation as a whole and not to individual prophecies, i.e. 
prophecies cannot be recycled. 

■ ‘the time is near’: John meant it seriously, not 2,000 years later. If a prophecy is not fulfilled, then it is a 
false prediction. 

■ Historicist, Idealist, Futurist have tried to solve this by re-contextualising/re-adjusting/re-interpreting/re- 
assessing in light of current events (e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses, John Hagee etc). 

Revelation 6: The Six Seals 

■ First seal: 

■ It is out of context to say it pertains to Christ/Gospel. 

■ The 2 nd , 3 rd , 4 th seals/horsemen are evil forces. Therefore, 1 st seal must be an evil force. 

(Zech. 1:7-11; 6:1-8; Jer. 15:2 and Ezek. 5:12: captivity — sword — famine — death). 

■ Not same as the rider of white horse in Revelation 19:11-16. 


chapter 6 

chapter 19 

one crown (cxscpavoi; - victor’s wreath) 

many crowns (6ia6spa - ruler’s crown) 

bow 

sword 


■ It pertains to Parthian horsearchers led by Vologases who forced the Roman army to recapitulate in 55 
and 62 CE (Roman-Parthian War 58-63 CE). 

■ Second Seal: pertains to disruption of Pax Romana - the death of Nero (9 June 68 CE) caused 2 nd Roman 

Civil War (Year of Four Emperors (68 - 69 CE). 

■ Third Seal: 

■ Weighing scales not interpreted by INC. 

■ Famine in Judea as a result of Jewish-Roman War in 68 CE. 

■ ‘do not harm the oil and wine’: John of Gischala, one of the leaders of the rebellion, drew the sacred 
wine and oil the priests used to pour on burnt offerings and distributed it among his close followers and 
had a drinking party (Josephus, The Jewish War, 5.13.6 §§562-65). 

■ Fourth Seal: signifies death that was the result of war and starvation in Judea. 

■ Fifth Seal: the souls of Christian martyrs who died in Nero’s persecution (The Great Tribulation, November 

64 - June 68). 

■ Sixth Seal: 

■ earthquake and eclipse signify war (First Jewish-Roman War, 66 - 70 CE). 

■ stars signify kings, noble men and military commanders. 

■ The moving away of every mountain signify destruction of cities and towns by the Roman legions as 
they adopted a scorched earth policy because they were losing in open battlefields. 

■ The inhabitants of Judea, Samaria and Galilee hid behind the city walls and in the caves in the wilderness 
(e.g. Qumran, Masada etc). 

■ Thousands of Jews were killed and the Romans destroyed many cities and towns in re-establishing 
control over Judea. 

Revelation 7: The Seventh Seal: ‘And I saw an angel ascending in the east’ 

■ v.l: 

■ Word War 1 was declared on 28 July 1914 (see the telegram sent by Count Leopold von Berchtold, 
Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister, at 11.10 am to M. N. Pashitch, Serbian Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister, who received it at 12.30 pm). 

■ Only mobilisation occurred in 27 July. First hostilities in 29 July (The Story of the Great War, volume 3 
by Reynolds, Francis J, Allen L. Churchill and Francis T. Miller, eds, page 191). 

■ Angels are not human messengers in Revelation (e.g. 2 witnesses in Rev. 11 are not called angels). 




■ Four winds signify natural calamities in Revelation (see Rev. 8 first four trumpets). 

■ The Big 4 (David Lloyd George of Britain, Vittorio Orlando of Italy, Georges Clemenceau of France, 
and Woodrow Wilson of the US) met in Versailles, France and were not around the world doing 
negotiations. 

■ The Big 4 met in 28 June 1919 and not in 1914. FYM started preaching in November 1913. 

■ INC celebrates its anniversary on 25 th December for at least the first 5 years (1913- 1918), not 27 th July 
(see the invitation letter for the 5 th year anniversary of INK and ordination of FYM, signed by Justinio 
Casanova, Teodoro Santiago and Frederico Inocencio, December 1918). 

■ Therefore first baptism probably occurred in 25 th December 1913, few weeks after FYM started in 
November (see Pasugo July 27,1989, Tate 1913’) 

■ The gap between the Treaty of Versailles and WWII is 20 years, 2 months, 2 days, while 1,000 years can 
be converted to 20 years and 10 months, therefore there is a difference of 8 months in calculation. 

■ The 1,000 years = 1 day (2 Pet. 3:8) is the result of later Christian re-interpretation/re-contextualising/re- 
assessment/re-adjustment of theology about the second coming of Christ. 

■ Angel doctrine introduced by FYM in 1922 to affirm his authority during Ora Schism. 

■ [1914: important to J.W. as well?] 

■ ‘so that no wind could blow’: indicates that the winds have not blown at all [indicate greek tense] 


■ ‘seal of the living God’ f Holy Spirit/baptism (2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13-14). Servants of God to be sealed 
for protection from the impending siege of Jerusalem (allusion to Eze. 9:4-6). 

■ FYM did not seal the 144,000 Israelites. 

■ There was no change in perspective or tense in v.4 (contra Robert Pellien). Verses 1-4 are in past tense: 
‘And I saw’ (v.l), ‘and I saw’ (v.2), ‘and I heard’ (v.3). 

■ ‘Ascending’ is not in present tense but in past progessive tense (e.g. I was running), [indicate greek tense] 

■ ‘East’ pertains to Palestine. Distance (east vs. far east) is irrelevant, what matters is the direction 
(eastward). [avaiokq (qskioi;) = rising (of the sun); G395: Matt. 2:1,2,9; 8:11; 24:27; Luke 1:78; 13:29; 
Rev. 7:2; 16:12; 21:13] 

■ The 4 angels had been given power to damage the land and the sea, but Big 4 were mere negotiators. 

■ There is a saying about Jesus ‘he who ascended also descended...’ (Eph. 4:9). Same applies to angels - 
they come up and down the heaven. Whether the angel from east is ascending or descending is irrelevant. 

Revelation 8: The Four Trumpets, ‘And there was silence in heaven for about half an hour’ 

■ v.l: 

■ the silence is in heaven, not on earth. Heaven was silent due to the prayers of saints from earth. 

■ ‘whatever you bind on earth, will be bound in heaven’ (Matt. 16:19) is too exegetical. 

Revelation 9: The Fifth and Sixth Trumpet 

■ Fifth trumpet: 

■ v.l: ‘star fallen from heaven’: the Devil (Apollyon, the Destroyer). 

■ v.3: ‘locusts’: Roman army 

■ v.5: ‘five months’: Titus camped around Jerusalem for 5 months before laying siege on it (Dec. 69 - 
Apr. 70CE). 

■ Sixth trumpet: 

■ The final siege and destruction of Jerusalem (May - August 70 CE). 

■ Titus employed 4 legions - V Macedonica, X Fretensis, XII Fulminata, and XV Apollinaris - drawn from 
the region of the Euphrates River in Syria where they were quartered. (Josephus, Wars of the Jews, V, 
i, 6; III, iv, 2; Tacitus, Histories, V, i; Annals, V, v; Dio Cassius, IV, xxiii). 

Revelation 12: The Woman and the Dragon 


‘woman’: the chosen ones of Israel 



■ ‘crown of 12 stars’: 12 tribes of Israel. 

■ ‘dragon’: the Devil 

■ ‘male child’: Jesus 

■ ‘the woman fled into wilderness’: 

■ After the destruction of Jerusalem in 29 August 70 CE, Jewish Christians fled to Pella in Jordan. 

■ This does not refer to apostasy: assuming the last apostle died in 100 CE, the gap between 1914 and 100 
CE is 1814 years, far from 1,260 days even if 1 day equals 1 year (=1,260 years). 

■ To reconcile this contradiction, Joseph Penwell said there are 2 women here (excluding Babylon): the 
woman in v.l is Israel while the woman in v.14 is the first-century church who went into apostasy. 
However, v.13-17 is a recapitulation of v.1-6 because there is interlude between them (v.7-12), i.e. there 
is only one woman in chap. 12. 

Revelation 13 & 17: The Beast and Babylon 

■ INC only explains one beast not two. 

■ The (first) beast rising from sea is Roman Empire represented by Domitian. 

■ ‘seven heads’: 

signify 7 hills of Rome: Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiline, Palatine, Quirinal, Viminal. 
also signify first 7 emperors: 

■ ‘five had fallen’: Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero. 

■ ‘one is’: Vespasian 

■ ‘other has not yet come, when he comes he must remain only a little while’: Titus. 

■ ‘was and is not, it is an eighth but belongs to the seven’: Domitian, Nero Redivivus 

■ ‘10 horns’: 10 provinces and its governors: Italy, Achaia, Asia, Syria, Egypt, Africa, Spain, Gaul, Britain, 
Gennany. 

■ ‘one of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound’: death of Nero (9 June 68 CE) caused 2 nd Roman Civil 
War (Year of Four Emperors 68 - 69 CE: Galba, Otto, Vittelius, Vespasian). 

■ ‘but its mortal wound was healed’: Vespasian re-established Pax Romana. 

■ ‘42 months’: length of Domitian’s persecution of Christians (92 - 95 CE). 

■ The (second) beast rising from earth is the Roman Imperial Cult represented by Imperial Priesthood - the 
Asiarch (‘it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon’). 

image worship of first beast: Domitian proclaimed himself Lord and God (Dominus etDeus ) during 
his lifetime (against Senators who deify emperors after their death). 

breath on image of beast: delatores - paid informers who accuse/denounce people who refuse to 
worship the Imperial statues. 

‘no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark’: economic sanction on non-confonners. 

‘mark of the beast’: yapaypa (engravement, not smudge) of Nero Caesar on Roman coins. The Greek 
spelling ‘Neron Kaisar’ transliterates into Hebrew as “IOp )1T1 Adding the corresponding values 
yields 666, as shown (supported by I 47 , a, A, P, 046, 051, all extant minuscules, it glg , vg, syr ph,h , 
cop sa,bo , ann, al) : 


Resh (i) Samech (o) Qof (p) Nun (a) Waw (1) Resh (i) Nun (a) TOTAL 
200 60 100 50 6 200 50 666 

other manuscripts [i 115 , C, (5,11- no longer extant MSS according to Irenaeus)] read 616 for 
the Latin fonn Nero Caesar (“IDp TU): 

Resh (i) Samech (o) Qof (p) Waw (1) Resh (i) Nun (a) TOTAL 
200 60 100 6 200 50 616 


Vicarius Filii Dei: 



based on Latin, not the language of John (Hebrew, Greek), 
adopted from 7 th Day Adventist’s anti-Catholic polemic. 

not an official title of Pope. Official titles: Vicar of Christ, Bishop of Rome, Primate of Italy, 
Successor of Peter, Servant of the Servants of God, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church, 
Sovereign of the State of Vatican City, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Roman Province. 
Donation of Constantine is a forged document and not an authoritative church statement, 
does not appear on the Pope's tiara or miter. 

appeared on an article in April 18, 1915 issue of Our Sunday Visitor. The writer of the article later 
withdrew his statements on Our Sunday Visitor, 11. No. 14, July 23,1922. 

■ Babylon: the city of Rome itself. 

■ That Rome was not destroyed in first century meant only one thing: it was a false prediction by John. This 
is the reason for poor reception of Revelation in early years of Christianity. 

Revelation 14:6-11: The Three Angel Flying in Heaven 

■ Martin Luther is considered to be an apostate by INC. 1 st and 2 nd angel doctrine copied from SDA [reference] 

■ v.8: Catholic Church has not fallen when Luther started Reformation. 

■ v.9: Catholics do not worship the Pope. 


Revelation 16:12: ‘Kings from the east’ 


■ ‘kings of east’: Parthian satraps (governors) who will aid Nero Redivivus in revenge against Rome. This is 
purely based on a legend that Nero did not actually die but fled to Parthia. 

■ ‘kings of the whole world’: same as ‘kings of the east’, who will be possessed by unclean spirits like frogs. 

■ The kings will gather in Armageddon to fight against Rome. If the ministers are ‘kings of the east’ where 
then is Armageddon? 

■ From my experience, the doctrine that ‘kings of the east’ are ministers of INC and ‘Euphrates’ is Catholic 
Church only came up around 2004. Can we find this in Ang Sulo which is written by FYM himself? 
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Isaiah 41:4: Who hath wrought and do ne § , calling the generations from the beginning? I 
the LORD, the first, and with the |last| I jam) he. (KJV) 


Yamm = Phoenician word for the sea / sea god 

purple = sign of luxury / status in Roman Empire / Phoenician kingdoms 
dalek = Assyrian siege engine for scaling walls 

Jeremiah 30:20-22: ‘their governor [Erano Manalo] shall come from their midst’ (KJV) 
John 3:34; 6:28-29: Felix Manalo? 

Psalms 65:5, Ephesians 2:17: ‘afar off’ 

Zechariah 8:6-7: East and west 
Isaiah 60:1-5,9: afar 
Haggai 2:9: latter house 
Isaiah 5:26 


Isaiah 41:2 

MT and LXX has 'p 1 

The translation preferred is of John N. Oswalt (Isaiah 40-66, New International Commentary 
on the Old Testament (NICOT)] 

The man is Cyrus, who came from the east (Persia), who is a warrior king with sword and 
bow, who conquered kingdoms 

Isaiah 41:25 : “he will call on my name” 

■ The reading that INC follows is from KJV and majority of translations (based on MT): 
yiqra’ bishmy (he will call my name). However, MT contradicts Isaiah 45:5 “you do 
not kn ow me”. 

■ NRSV/EXB/ISV/NABRE (following lQIsa a ) has yiqare’ bishmw (he was summoned 
by [his] name). 

■ See John N. Oswalt Isaiah 40-66 NICOT 

■ Joseph Blenkinsopp has yiqare’ bishmy (he is summoned in my name). This is the 
correct reading which is based on natural vocalisation of the consonantal text yqr’. This 
is supported by LXX but instead of he, has they, klethesontai to onomati mou (they 
shall be called by my name). 

■ Interpretation: 

This verse alludes to Jeremiah 1:13-14 [ I3 And the word of Yahweh came to me a 
second time, saying, “What are you seeing?” And I said, “I am seeing a boiling pot, 
and its face is from the face of the north”. 14 Then Yahweh said to me, “From the 
north disaster will be unleashed on all the inhabitants of the land”], Jeremiah 50:3,9 




[ 3 “For a nation will come up against her from the north. It will make her land as a 
horror, and an inhabitant will not be in her. From humans to animals they all will 
wander off. They will go away.” 9 For look, I am going to stir up, and I am going to 
bring against Babylon a contingent of great nations from the land of the north. And 
they will draw up a battle formation against her, from there she will be captured. 
Their arrows are like a warrior who has achieved success, he does not return without 
success.”] 

Cyrus’s successful campaign against the Medes (king: Astyages) in the northern 
Iranian plateau culminating in the capture and sack of Ecbatana in 550 BCE. 

It might also refer to the conquest of Lydia (king: Croesus) and the Ionian littoral 
in 547 BCE (or 544-543 BCE). 

Isaiah 42:21 

lQIsa a has waw conjunctive (consecutive) and LXX(vid) has kai conjunction before ygdyl 
(make great), making it clear that the 3 rd clause is the logical continuation of the 1 st clause, that 
it is Yahweh will make law great and glorious. 

Isaiah 43:6 

The scribe seems to have written a waw thickly over either he (cf. “'ipS MT) or a pair of 
waws (cf. pNH miNXjM 1:5,9) and then added yod. [DJD vol. 32 The Isaiah Scrolls Part 2 page 
112 ] 

Isaiah 45:1 

Scholars (e.g. Torrey) who assert that Cyrus is not mentioned in 45:1 and scholars who assert 
that 44:28 is an addition, do not have evidence. lQIsa 3 and lQIsa b contain Cyrus. 

Isaiah 46:11 

Xenophon says that Cyrus had the golden eagle as his emblem (Cyropedia VII. 1.4) 

John 1:1: INC uses Moffatt and Goodspeed 
Hebrews 1:8: INC uses Cassirer 

In Latin, end of the earth (space) is extremum terrae which roughly translates as extreme land, 
while end of the age (time) is consummation saeculi which roughly translates as consummation 
of age. 

Why end of the earth is a metaphor for space? 

Jeremiah 46:27: “afar” 

Isaiah 24 as pertaining originally to Assyria, later edited as pertaining to Babylonia 
[expand on this one - detail the history] 

End(s) of the earth in Dead Sea Scrolls [confirm all these are qatse ha’arets] [purple as 
edges of the earth (qtswwt tbl)] 


[I have confirmed that this is a comprehensive list] 


End of the earth 


Numeric Name 

Descriptive Name 

Fragment 

Column 

Line 






4Q378 

4QAprocryphon of Joshua 3 
(4QapocrJoshua 3 ) 

3 

I 

6 

11Q19 

11QT emple 3 (11 QT a ) 

not applicable 

LV 

02 

11Q20 

llQTemple b (llQT b ) 

30 

XVI 

4 


Ends of the earth 


Numeric Name 

Descriptive Name 

Fragment 

Column 

Line 

Text 







1Q33 

lQWar Scroll (1QM) 

not applicable 

I 

8 

lkwl qtswwt tbl 

4Q201 

4QEnoch a (4QEn a ar) 

not applicable 

I 

7 

[qtsw]t ’r‘h; 

[k]l qtsw[t] 

4Q204 

4QEnoeh c (4QEn c ar) 

not applicable 

XIII 

26 

for the South wind, 
for the dew and the 
rain [and for... From 
there I was conveyed 
to the East of the ends 
of the earth and therel 

4Q205 

4QEnoch d (4QEn d ar) 

l 

I 

3 


4Q206 

4QEnoch e (4QEn e ar) 

4 

not 

applicable 

21 


4Q496 

4QWar Scroll* (4papQM f ) 

3 

i 

7 


4Q541 

4QAaronic Text A 
(4QAhA) = Testament of 
Levi d (4QTLevi d ) 

9 

i 

4 


4Q568 

4QAramaic K 

ROC 433 

not 

applicable 

1 


11Q10 

1 lQTargum of Job 
(llQtgJob) 

not applicable 

XIII 

5 

the ends of the earth 
[...] 

11Q10 

1 lQTargum of Job 
(llQtgJob) 

not applicable 

XXX 

9 



End of the age - lQpHab Col VII line 2 

End of days 

1. CD Col. IV line 4 

2. CD Col. VI line 11 

3. 4QD Frag. 3 Col. Ill line 4 

4. 4QMMT line 100,107 

5. 4Q398 Frag. 1 line 4 

End of the world [this list is ongoing] 

1. Hodayot (Thanksgiving Hymns) Col. 14 Line 34: “from one end of the world 
to the other” 






























Ends of the world [this list is ongoing] 


1 . 


Ends of the earth in deutero-canonical texts 


This list is ongoing: 


Book 

Verse 

Greek 

English 





Judith 

2:9 


ends of the whole earth 

Judith 

11:21 


from one end of the earth to the 
other 

1 Maccabees 

1:3 


ends of the earth 

1 Maccabees 

3:9 


ends of the earth 






Ends of the earth in pseudepigrapha texts 

[I confirm that this list is comprehensive] 

■ 1 Enoch 1:5; 23:1; 33:1a,b; 34:1; 35:1; 36:1; 65:2; 75:6,9; 106:8 

■ 3 Enoch 48A: 10 

■ Sybilline Oracles 5:364; 8:70 

■ Testament of Adam 4:3 

■ Pseudo-Philo 59:4 

■ Psalms of Solomon 17:31 

■ In singular end of the earth: 1 Enoch 20:5; 57:2; The Lives of the Prophets 4:5; 
Psalms of Solomon 1:4; 8:15; Odes of Solomon 33:3 


John 10:9: “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture” 

■ INC got it the other way around. Jesus is the means to enter the sheepfold, not the 
sheepfold the means to enter Jesus. 


John 10:16b: “and there will be one flock and one shepherd” 

■ One flock - not two flocks: Jesus’ flock and Manalo’s flock. 

■ One shepherd - not two shepherds: Jesus and Manalo 

■ Even if “in the future” (ERV) is used, this does not exclude Jesus as the true shepherd 
of the flock. See the preceding phrase: “they will hear my voice”, also in future tense 
and the voice pertains to Jesus. 

■ In Ang Sulo, FYM said that the Shepherd is Christ. 
















Mizrach in Modern Hebrew 


■ mizrach - east: Lonely Planet Hebrew 

■ road signs in Israel 

Far West: World Almanac and Book of Facts 1976 page 88 


These “islands” are in fact coastlands (Ezekiel 27:15): 

Senir, Lebanon, Bashan, coast of Cyprus, Egypt, Elishah, Sidon, Arvad, Gebal, Paras, Lud, 
Put, Arvad, Helech, Gamad, Tarshish, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, Beth-togarmah, Rhodians, 
Edom, Judah, Israel, Damascus, Vedan, Javan, Uzal, Dedan, Arabia, Kedar, Sheba, Raamah, 
Harran, Kannah, Eden, Sheba, Asshur, Chilmad. 


Romans 16:16 

16:16. The substance of the clause dand^ovxai up.dc; ai EKKAqaiai naaai xou Xpiaxou 
was moved in the Western text (D*, F, G, m) to verse 21, presumably because the 
greetings from others appear in verses 21-23. External evidence, however, supports its 
inclusion here. 

Paul concludes this section by sending greetings from "all the churches of Christ" (ai 
£KKAr|aLai Ttaaai xou Xpiaxou, hai ekklesiai pasai tou Christou). The reference is likely to 
all the churches over which Paul had jurisdiction (Dunn 1988b: 899; Stuhlmacher 
1994: 251). By sending greetings from all these churches Paul conveys to the Romans 
the universality of his gospel (Murray 1965: 232). His gospel has taken root over the 
whole world, and he invites the Romans to be part of his mission. Moreover, the 
greetings indicate that Paul’s gospel "has the official backing of all the churches in 
Achaia, 

Macedonia, Asia, Galatia, Syria, and elsewhere in the eastern part of the 
empire" (Weima 1995: 363; cf. Dunn 1988b: 899). 

Source: Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 

Revelation 6 (Sixth Seal): 

Borrowed from SDA from the book The Great Controversy: 

Lisbon Earthquake: page 304-305 of TGC 
Dark Day of May 17, 1780: page 306-308 
page 333-334: meteoric shower of November 13,1833 


also Joshua V. Holmes, "The Sixth Seal", Signs of the Times, and Expositor of Prophecy, 
Oct. 11,1843, p.64 (accessed from Ellen G. White Writings: Comprehensive Research 
Edition CD-ROM, 2008 

McClintock and Biblical Cyclopedia is very similar from Matthew Henry Commentary 

INC Interpretation of 7 seals 


When the first four seals were opened, the four horsemen were seen, one in each seal 
(cf.Rev.6:18). The first horse and its rider, seen when the first seal was opened, signifies 
the Church in the first century and Christ. The first seal, therefore, is the beginning of 
the Christian era at the time of Christ and the apostles. 

The second horsemen riding a red horse, seen when the second seal was opened, 
symbolizes the false prophets who led the apostasy of the Christian Church and its 
transformation into the Catholic Church. Hence, the second seal is the period of 
apostasy. 

The black horse and its rider, seen at the opening of the third seal prefigure the further 
corruption of the Christian faith at the hands of those whom the Bible calls "wandering 
stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever"(cf.Jude 1:13). These 
were the Protestant preachers who emerged in the reformation period. 

The horsemen, seen as the fourth seal was opened, indicates the continued spread and 
expansion of the Catholic Church the extent of whose power had reached over a fourth 
of the earth. 

When the fifth seal was opened (cf.Rev.6:9), the souls of those slain by the apostate 
church asking to be avenged, were seen. But they shall not be avenged until Judgment 
Day comes. 

The opening of the sixth seal is followed by a great earthquake, the darkening of the sun 
and the moon and the falling of the stars (cf.Rev.6:12-13). These events occurred in the 
18th & 19th centuries. The great earthquake occurred in Lisbon in 1755, the darkening 
of the sun and the moon in 1780 and the falling of the stars in 1833. 

At the end of the sixth seal, which also signals the beginning of the seventh seal, the 
heavens were departed which caused the hiding of all kinds of men in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains (cf.Rev.6:14-17). The departing of the heaven that caused 
this was the great war that broke out in 1914. This war is also symbolized in the 
prophecy as the winds that were later seen being held by the four angels 
(cf.Rev.7: l;Jer.4:11-12, 19). The end of the sixth seal which is also beginning of the 
seventh seal is what is also referred to in Bible prophecies as the "ends of the earth." 


“Forty eight hours only was allowed for a response to this demand, and although 
the Servian government conceded nine-tenth of the points at issue, Austria, backed by Germany , 
swept aside all the efforts of the other powers of Europe to intervene in behalf of peace and 
DECLARED WAR UPON SERVIA ON THE 27TH OF JULY.” 

(THE NATIONS AT WAR AT WAR: A Current History, by Willis John Abbot, chapter 1, p. 8) 




“The first great campaign on the southeastern battle grounds of the Great War 

BEGAN ON JULY 27, 1914, when the Austrian troops undertook their first invasion of Servia.” 

(THE STORY OF THE GREAT WAR: History of the European War from Official Sources [ ed. By 
Francis J. Reynolds, Allen L. Churchhill, and Francis Trevelyan Miller ] vol. 2. Chapter 46, p. 291 
) 


Sybilline Oracles (see Pseudepigrapha vol. 1 by James Charlesworth) is key to undertanding 
Revelation 13 & 17 


Revelation 8:1 "half an hour" - additional interpretation 

Josephus, The Jewish War, Book 6, §290: 

“And then, before the revolt and the upheaval leading to war, when the people were gathering 
for the feast of Unleavened Bread * on the eighth of the month Xanthicus, * so brilliant a light 
shone round the altar and the sanctuary at the ninth hour of the night* that it seemed like broad 
day, and this lasted for half an hour. ” 

Footnotes: 

feast of Unleavened Bread: Passover. 

eighth of the month Xanthicus: spring ad 66. Xanthicus is the equivalent of the Hebrew 
month Nisan. Passover will have begun a few days later, on 14th Nisan. 

ninth hour of the night: 3 a.m. 


Revelation 9:11 


Abaddon (Hebrew for destruction) = Apollyon (Greek for destroyer) = angel of the abyss = 
angel of the pit = Belial = dragon 

[Source: 4QBerakhot b (4Q286) (A Liturgy of Blessing and Cursing: Curses on Belial) 
Fragment 7 Column 2 Lines 1 to 12] 

not the same as the beast from the abyss (Rev. 17:8) 

Occurrences of Abaddon in Dead Sea Scrolls: [this list is ongoing; search for “destruction” as 
well] 


■ lQHa (Hymn 13) Column 11 Line 17 (Wise et al) or Line 16 (Florentino-Martinez) 

■ lQHa (Hymn 14) Column 11 Line 20 (Wise et al) or Line 19 (Florentino-Martinez); 
Line 33 (Wise et al) or Line 32 (Florentino-Martinez) 

■ 4Q286 Frag. 7 Col. 2 Line 7 

■ 4Q504 Col. 7 Line 8 

■ 11Q10 Col. 18 Line 5 





■ 11Q11 Col. 4 Line 10 (Wise et al) or Col. 3 Line 10 ((Florentino-Martinez) 

Occurrences in the Hebrew canonical scriptures (Old Testament): 6 times 

■ Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12 

■ Psalm 88:11 

■ Proverbs 15:11; 27:20 


Revelation 11: “two witnesses” 


v.7: ‘beast that ascends from bottomless pit’ = Titus 

v.8: ‘great city’ = Jerusalem 

allegorically called ‘Sodom’ because of moral depravity, ‘Egypt’ because of 
slavery/oppression/corruption. 

cannot be Rome, for Rome = Babylon = the great harlot (see Rev. 17) 

‘the street’ = possibly the Tyropoeon Valley Street, a street 10m wide at the western 
side of the Temple Mount that held the central market of the city [Aune (1998a: 618) 
as cited by Osborne (2002: 426 footnote 10)]. 


Revelation 12: additional interpretation 

v.6: ‘the woman fled into the wilderness’: 

“When the people of the church in Jerusalem were instructed by an oracular revelation 
delivered to worthy men there to move away from the city and to live in a city of Peraea called 
Pella, the believers in Christ migrated from Jerusalem to that place 

[(Ecclesiastical Histoiy 3.5.3. To the same effect: Epiphanius, the late-fourth century Bishop 
of Salamis in Adversus Haereses. Panarion 29:7:7-8) as cited by Stephen Bourke, The 
Christian Flight to Pella: True or Tale?, Biblical Archaeology Review, May/June 2013, Vol. 
39 No. 3] 
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